Kalimat fi Bayan At-Taghüt wa 
Wujüb Ijtinabihi 


Words that clarify the meaning of Taghüt and the Obligation to Avoid it 


s PT, ., 
Sv I 





iA S 
‘lin & avoid 


By the Pious Imam Shaykh Sulayman ibn Sahmān (al)! 4 ;) 


Translated by Dar At-Tawhid 


He is As-Shaykh Sulayman ibn Sahman ibn Muslih ibn Hamdan 
An-Najdi (J! 44 ;). He was a Faqih and a writer and a major 
Scholars of Islam. He was born in 1266 H (1850) in Al-Saqa 
village and died in the year 1339 H (1931). 


He moved with his father to Ar-Riyadh during the reign of 
Faysel ibn Turki, and he learned Tawhid, Fiqh and the Arabic 


language from its scholars. 
He has a lot of books and writings from them: 


e Kashf Al-Awhàm wa Al-Altibas ‘an Tashbih bad Al- 
Aghbiyàa min Al-Nas 

e [qàmat Al-Hujjah wa Ad-Dalil wa idah Al-Mahajjah wa As- 
Sabil 

e As-Sinnat Al-Hidad fi Ar-Radd ‘ala Al-Alawi Haddad 

e Al-Bayan Al-Mubdi li Shana’it Al-Qawl Al-Majdi 

e Tabri'at As-Shaykhayn 

e Minhaj Ahl Al-Haq wa Al-itibaa' 

* As-Sawa’iq Al-Mursalah 

* Irshad At-Talib ila Aham Al-Matalib 


And many many more. 


We ask Allah to have mercy on him and to make this Risalah 
beneficial for the Muslims. 
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These are some words that will clarify the meaning of At- 
Tàghüt and the obligation to avoid it. Allah Ta’ala said: "There 
shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The 
right course has become distinct from the wrong. So whoever 
disbelieves in taghüt and believes in Allah has grasped the most 
trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing 
and Knowing.” [2: 256]. 


So Allah Ta'ala makes clear that the one who has grasped the 
most trustworthy handhold is the one who rejects the Taghüt, 
and He made rejecting it before affirming belief in Allah. This is 
to prevent the claimer from claiming that he believed in Allah 


while he didn't reject at-taghüt, and that his claims are lies. 


Allah Ta’ala said: “And We certainly sent into every nation a 
messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid taghüt." [16:36] 
So He informed us that all Messengers were sent to avoid 
tàghüt, so the one who doesn't avoid taghüt contradicts all the 
Messengers. Allah Ta'ala said: "But those who have avoided 
taghtt, lest they worship it, and turned back to Allah - for them 
are good tidings." [39:17] 


And in these verses you have the proofs for the obligation of 
avoiding the Tāghūt from many perspectives. And what is 
meant by avoiding it, is hating it and having animosity towards 
it with the heart, and to curse and slander it with the tongue, 
and to remove it with the hand when capable of doing so, and 
to abandon it. So the one who claims to avoid at-taghüt and 


doesn't do any of these things is not sincere. 
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As for the reality of At-Taghüt and what is meant with it, there 
are many sayings from the Salaf about it. And the best that was 
said regarding it, are the words of ibn Al-Qayyim (all 4 ;), 
when he said: "It is everything in which man exceeds his limits, 
whether it being worshiped, followed, or obeyed. So the taghüt 
of every community is he from whom judgment is sought, 


instead of what Allah and His Messenger have ruled, 


or those whom they worship besides Allah, or whom they 
follow without a proof from Allah, or whom they obey, while 
not knowing if it is in accordance to the Judgment of Allah. So 
these are the tawaghit of the world, if you were to contemplate 
regarding them and see the conditions of the people with them, 
you would see that most of them have turned away from 
worshiping Allah Alone, to worshiping taghüt, away from 
seeking judgment from Allah and His Messenger, to seeking 
judgment from taghüt; away from obeying Him and following 


His Messenger, to obeying and following the taghut.” [1] 
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And to sum up, (i.e. the words of ibn Al-Qayyim) the Taghut is 
of three kinds: "The Tàghüt of Hukm (ruling), the Taghüt of 
ibadah (worship), and the Taghüt of At-Ta'ah and Al- 
Mutaba'ah (obeying and following). And what is meant in this 
paper is the Taghüt of Al-Hukm. This is because a lot of the 
groups who attributed themselves to islàm, started seeking 
judgment from the traditions of their ancestors and they've 
named it the 'Shar' Al-Rafaqah', like their saying the Shar' of 
‘Ajman, and Shar' Qahtan and so on. And this is At-Taghüt 
specifically, which Allah commanded [us] to avoid." 
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And Shaykh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah mentioned in his Minhaj 
As-Sunnah and ibn Kathir in his Tafsir, that whoever does that 
is a Kafir bi Allah. And ibn Kathir added: “It becomes Wajib 
(obligatory) to fight him until he returns back to the Hukm of 
Allah and His Messenger (3&)." 
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Shaykh Al-Islam said: “There is no doubt that a person who 
doesn’t believe in the obligation of ruling with what Allah 
revealed to His Messenger (#5), that he is a kafir. And a person 
who deems it permissible to judge between the people 
according to what he thinks is justice, without adhering to what 
was revealed by Allah, he is a kafir. Because there is not a 
nation but enjoys ruling with justice, although justice according 
to their Din is what their leaders consider as such. But, many 
who affiliate themselves to islam, judge with the traditions and 
customs which were not revealed by Allah. Such as the customs 
of the bedouins, which they inherited from their forefathers, 
who were obeyed Rulers. And they believe that such customs 
must be applied, excluding the Kitab and Sunnah, and such 
beliefs constitute Al-Kufr. 


There are many people who have accepted islam, but despite 
that they don't rule except by the prevailing customs that are 
commanded by obeyed rulers from among their tribes. Such 
people, when they know that it's not permissible to rule by 
something other than what Allah has revealed and yet don’t 
apply it, rather they deem it as lawful to rule by something 
other than Allah has revealed, they are kufar.” [2] 
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His words clarify the disbelief of the ruler himself and those 
who seek judgment from other than Allah like in the situations 
he mentioned. The same for one who doesn’t believe in the 
obligation of judging with what Allah has revealed even if he's 
not a ruler or the one seeking judgment. So contemplate! He 
said this as commentary on the ayah: "And whoever does not 
judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is those who are the 
disbelievers." [5:44] 
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And Al-Hafith ibn Kathir (J! 4>5) said as an explanation of 
the saying of Allah “Then is it the judgment of [the time of] 
ignorance they desire?’ [5:50]: “Allah Ta’ala makes Inkar (i.e. 
vehemently objects to) those who turn away from the Hukm of 
Allah, the laws that are based on what is good and the laws that 
forbid what is evil, and follow other opinions, desires, and 
terminologies, implemented by man with no evidence from the 
Shari'ah of Allah backing them. Like the people of Al-Jahiliyah 
were ruling with their Pre Islamic habits, and like the Tartars 
who were under control of the politics of Genkis Khan. He 
implemented for them a book which was a mixture of laws he 
took from various laws and from the Islamic Millah, and a lot 
of those laws suited his views and desires. And his descendants 
gave these laws precedence over the ruling with the Kitab 
(Qur'an) and Sunnah. And whoever does this, becomes a kafir 
and fighting him becomes Wajib (obligatory), until he returns 
back to the Hukm of Allah and His Messenger (#8) and seeks 


judgment from it in both the minor and major issues.” 


Ceo! lia cy ge "Bb JI C^ uei T ZEE ele cy ob S 36, 
eo Ub eda, All Se J| m uum IS Com (S ug a cy 


And what we have mentioned as the customs of the bedouins is, 
what they named 'Shar Al-Rafaqah' and it is this form that 
whoever does it he becomes a kafir and fighting him becomes a 
Wajib (obligatory), until he returns back to the Hukm of Allah 
and His Messenger (85) and seeks judgment from it in both 


the minor and major issues." 
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And Allah Ta'ala said: "Have you not seen those who claim to 
have believed in what was revealed to you, [O Muhammad], 
and what was revealed before you? They wish to refer 
legislation to Taghüt, while they were commanded to reject it; 
and shaytàn wishes to lead them far astray." [4:60] until Allah 
saying: "And when it is said to them, "Come to what Allah has 
revealed and to the Messenger," you see the hypocrites turning 


away from you in aversion." [4:61] 
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Ash-Sha bi said: "There was a dispute between a man from the 
jews and a man from the munafiqin. So the jew said: We will 
seek judgment from Muhammad (85) because he knew that he 
doesn't take bribes nor does he incline to favor in judgment. 
The munafiq said: We will seek judgment from the jews, 
because he knew they take bribes and incline to favor in 
judgment. They agreed to go to a kahin in Jouhaynah in order 
to seek judgment from. So Allah revealed: "Have you not seen 
those who claim to have believed." [4:60] [4] 
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And it is said that it was revealed on two man who had a 
dispute, so one said: We bring this case to Muhammad (88), 
and the other said: "We bring it to Ka'b ibn Al-Ashraf'. After 
that this case was brought to ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab, so one of 
them narrated the story to him, so he said to the one who 
wasnt pleased with the Messenger of Allah (#8) as a judge: 
"Just like that?" The man said: "Yes." So ‘Umar struck him with 
his sword and killed him, and the ayah was revealed. [5] 
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And this is how those who seek judgment from the tawaghit 
should be dealt with. So if this Rightly Guided Khalifah killed 
this man just because he demanded judgment from the Taghüt. 
This was his habit that he was upon, and he wasn't pleased with 
it for himself nor for others. He deserved to be killed due to his 
apostasy from Islam, and all the corruption he is spreading on 
the earth. 


ei demens cheno ell clos sns all OS OÑ U, cid elo U ab 
del «5, cleslus eie Ws eve TAL be pa P os es CA sil 


Because there is no goodness for the creation except when Allah 
is their Worshiped Deity, and Islam their religion, and 
Muhammad their Prophet who they follow, and seek judgment 
in his Shari'ah. And when this is absent, corruption increases 


and the destruction becomes apparent. 
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So He Ta'ala saying: "Have you not seen those who claim to 
have believed in what was revealed to you, [O Muhammad], 
and what was revealed before you? [4:60] until the end of the 
ayah. It makes clear that the person who claims to believe in 
Allah and His Messenger while ruling with other than the 
Shari'ah of Islam, he is a lying munafiq who is deviated from 
the Straight Path like Allah Ta'ala said: "But no, by your Lord, 
they will not [truly] believe until they make you, [O 
Muhammad], judge concerning that over which they dispute 
among themselves and then find within themselves no 
discomfort from what you have judged and submit in [full, 
willing] submission." [4:65] So Allah swears by Himself that 
the creation will not believe, until they make the Messenger 
(8) a judge in all their conflicts. So when they make him a 
judge the inward discomfort will be nullified, and the full and 
outward submission appears. So the one who doesn't do this 


iman is nullified from him. 
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And the Shar'l evidence clearly states in proving this, and Allah 
condemned in His Book the people who turn away from the 
Hukm of His Messenger. Allah Ta'ala said: And when they are 
called to [the words of] Allah and His Messenger to judge 
between them, at once a party of them turns aside [in refusal]. 
But if the right is theirs, they come to him in prompt obedience. 
Is there disease in their hearts? Or have they doubted? Or do 
they fear that Allah will be unjust to them, or His Messenger? 
Rather, it is they who are the wrongdoers. The only statement 
of the [true] believers when they are called to Allàh and His 
Messenger to judge between them is that they say: "We hear 
and we obey." And those are the successful ones. [24:48-52] 
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You should understand that whenever a caller calls to the 
Truth, you will find that shaytan has prepared for it a Shubhah 
(doubt), by which he hinders people from it. From it is, when 
you say to the people of taghüt: 'Come back to the Hukm of 
Allah and His Messenger and leave the laws of the tawagith." 


They will say: 'We are only doing it out of fear that we will kill 
each other, because if I disagree with my opponent in seeking 
judgment from the Shar' of Al-Rafaqah (i.e. from taghüt), either 
he will kill me or I will kill him’. 
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And we answer this by saying: “The corruption of this shaytanic 
Shubhah is confirming three Maqamat: 
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The First Maqam, all corruption that occurs on earth like 
killing people and plundering their wealth happens because the 
Commandments of Allah are forsaken and His Prohibitions are 
being committed, like Allah Ta’ala said: "Corruption has 
appeared throughout the land and sea by [reason of] what the 
hands of people have earned." [30:41] The mufassirin of the 
Salaf said Al-Barru (throughout the land) means; people of the 
countryside, and Al-Bahri: the people of the villages. 
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Allah Ta’ala informed us that corruption has become 
widespread in the countryside and the cities because of their 
own deeds. Had they worshiped their Lord and appointed their 
Prophet as judge, their affairs would have been reformed, and 
their lives and wealth would have increased like Allah Ta’ala 
said: “And if only the people of the cities had believed and 
feared Allah, We would have opened [i.e. bestowed] upon them 
blessings from the heaven and the earth; but they denied [the 
messengers], so We seized them for what they were earning." 
[7:96] And Allah Ta’ala said: “And is it not sufficient for them 
that We revealed to you the Book [i.e the Quran] which is 
recited to them? Indeed in that is a mercy and reminder for a 
people who believe. Say, "Sufficient is Allah between me and 
you as a Witness. He knows what is in the heavens and earth. 
And they who have believed in falsehood and disbelieved in 
Allah - it is those who are the losers.” [29:5 1-52] 
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So Allah informed us that Ar-Rahmah (Mercy) can be found in 
this Qur'àn. And the one who is content with it over the laws of 
falsehood then he is the Al-Marhüm (the one who attains 
Allah’s Mercy). And the person who turns away from it, and 
turns to something else than he is Al-Khasir (ie. the loser). 
Indeed, when people turn away from the Book of their Lord, 
and appoint other than their Prophet as judge, 


Allah will punish them with hostility among each other, and 
they will kill each other like Allah Ta'ala said: “And from those 
who say, "We are Christians" We took their covenant; but they 
forgot a portion of that of which they were reminded. So We 
caused among them animosity and hatred until the Day of 
Resurrection. And Allah is going to inform them about what 
they used to do.” [5:14] 
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However when Islam became strange again like it was at its 
beginning, those who were ignorant about its reality started 
believing that the reasons for Rahmah (mercy) were reasons 
for ‘Adhab (punishment), and that the reasons for unity and 
coming together were the reasons for disunity, dispute and 
disagreement, And that the reasons for safeguarding the blood 
(of people) were reasons for spilling it, like those about whom 
Allah said: “And if a bad [condition] struck them, they saw an 
evil omen in Moses and those with him. Unquestionably, their 
fortune is with Allah, but most of them do not know.” [7:13 1] 
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Likewise those who said to the followers of the Messengers: 
"Indeed, we consider you a bad omen. If you do not desist, we 
will surely stone you, and there will surely touch you, from us, 


a painful punishment. 


They said, "Your omen [ie, fate] is with yourselves. Is it 
because you were reminded? Rather, you are a transgressing 
people." [36:18-19] 
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So the one who believes that implementing the Shari’ah of Allah 
leads to fighting and disagreement, and that unity and coming 
together will only happen by implementing the laws of Taghüt, 
he is a kafir and an enemy of Allah and all the Messengers. 
Indeed, this is the reality of kufar in Quraish who believed that 
the correct view was what their ancestors were upon, and not 
what was revealed by Allah to His Messenger ( $5). 
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The second Maqam, When said: "If you know that seeking 
judgment from the tàaghüt constitutes kufr, then Allah 
mentioned in His Book that Al-Kufr is greater than killing, He 
said: "And fitnah is greater than killing" [2:217] and: "Fitnah is 
worse than killing" [2:191] And Al-Fitnah is Al-Kufr: So if the 
the people of the villages and cities would fight each other until 
they annihilate one another, this would be better for them than 
placing a taghüt in their land, who rules in contradiction to the 
Islamic shari'ah, that Allah sent His Messenger (855) with." 
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The third Maqam, is when we say: If this Tahakum constitutes 
Kufr, and conflicts are caused due to worldly matters, how can 
it be deemed permissible for you to commit kufr because of 
worldly matters? Indeed, a person can not be a Muslim until 
Allah and His Messenger are more beloved to him than 
everything else, and until the Messenger is more beloved to him 
than his son and his father and all the other people. So even if 
you lose your entire world, it’s not allowed for you to seek 
judgment from the taghüt for its sake, so even if they compelled 
you, and gave you a choice between seeking judgment from the 
taghüt and losing your Dunyah, it is Wajib (obligatory) upon 
you to lose your Dunyah and it's not allowed for you to seek 


judgment from the Taghit.. 
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And Allah knows best and may the peace and blessings be upon 
Muhammad (88).” 


Footnotes: 


[1] illam Al-Muwagqi'in 'an Rabb Al-'Alamin 1/40 

[2] Minhaj As-Sunnah An-Nabawiyyah 5/130 

[3] Tafsir ibn Kathir 3/131 

[4] Tafsir At-Tabari 8/508 

[5] Narrated by ibn Abi Hatim Ar-Razi in his Tafsir 2/351 


The full Risalah by the Shaykh can be found in Ad-Dorar As- 
Saniyyah Volume 14 page 502 - 511. 





